6               THE DUKE AND THE AUTHOB.

and who was at that time an officer in the iSth
Hussars. I related to my fdw Aclmtes what had
been told me by the Princess, and asked his advice
as to the line of conduct I ought to pursue.

Hesse, who was personally well known to the
Duke, offered to call at the English Embassy, where
his Grace was staying, and ask for some explana-
tion of so unwarrantable an attack. Unluckily, the
great man had left for London, with Lord Fit'/roy
Somerset, that very morning. Hesse and I, there-
fore, concocted a letter to the Duke, in which I
entreated his Grace to tell me if the lady's report
was correct, as it appeared to me incomprehensible
that a person of his exalted station should havo
thus attacked the private character of a man totally
unknown to him.

This letter was duly forwarded to London, hut did
not reach the Duke there ; for on his arrival in town
he had found an invitation from the Prince Itegent
to pass some days with him at the Pavilion at;
Brighton, where my letter was placed in his hands.
His Grace, with that promptitude for which he was
always so remarkable, replied to me in a letter of
four pages. I regret that this document, upon
which I always placed a high value, is no longer In
my hands. I lent it to Count d'Orsay, who was
anxious to have a copy of it, and notwithstanding
that a strict search has been made, since his death,
amongst the papers that he left behind him, in the
possession of his sister, the Duchesse de Grammont,
I have not been able to recover a document of so
much value to me and to society: for it expresses
'the opinions of a man whose every thought was
certain to be respected and well received.rk's,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